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Explain the craft to the children and show them your design, then take it away so that they 
don’t copy it.

Discuss different themes for their cartoon characters and explain that a cartoon characters 
body is always smaller than the head. Theme ideas can include a safari explorer with animals 
in the background (our safari explorer also designed his own animals), it can be a baby, 
someone on a yacht, a diving instructor under the sea or a princess on a unicorn. Be creative! 
Give them ideas and brainstorm together. 

Materials Required: 

1. A3 or A2 (thicker than 200g) white paper for the base (in the images above an A3 was 
used on the left and an A2 on the right). 

2. Pre cut x2 white paper strips per child (for the arms). Use an A3 page (if you use an A3 
page for the base) or an A2 page (if you use an A2 page for the base) and cut 2- 4cm wide 
strips down the length of the page

3. X2 paper cups (smaller size for an A3 base and normal size cups for an A2 base)
4. Scissors
5. Pencil
6. Pastel crayons
7. Stapler
8. Glue
9. Thin brush for glue 
10. Thick brush for the background
11. Jug of water
12. Watercolour paint
13. Wool/ yarn
14. Plate (to trace the face with), double check the size of the plate that you require when 

you test the craft
15. Hand towel to dry the brush and to clean painted fingers
16. Black Koki/ permanent marker
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Prepare each workstation with an 
A3/ A2 white paper, black Koki/ 
permanent marker, a plate (to 
trace the face), a pencil, pastel 
crayons, jug of water, scissors, 
stapler, x2 small paper cups and 
watercolour paint/ or acrylic ink. 

Hand the brushes, glue and wool 
out later. 

Colour your character in using 
pastel crayons, 

1

Draw a round face in the top 
3rd of your page. This can be 
done freehand, or by using a 
paper or dinner plate as a 
guide for scale. 

2 Cut the bottom of the paper 
cups out. Be very careful not 
to poke yourself when you 
punch the scissors through. 
You can pre cut/ or punch the 
bottoms if the class is young 
or if it’s a full class. Place the 
paper cups on your circle/ 
face, trace it for eyes and 
draw a face. 
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Take the paper cups away to 
add more detail. 4 6
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Prepare this part before the class begins

This is a cartoon type 
character, the body will thus 
be a LOT smaller than the 
face. Draw the body without 
arms. Repeat this over and 
over as your instinct will be 
to draw the arms.
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Paint the rest with water 
colour paint. 8 Colour your arms in (the white 

paper strips) and staple your 
strips (at the end) around 
your cup. Repeat this step for 
the second cup. 

9

Use wool to glue hair. 
Encourage them to make cool 
hairstyles, plait hair and stick it 
down, what about an afro, 
pigtails or mohawk... Be 
creative. 
Whilst the children are busy 
gluing hair and finishing 
backgrounds and details. Go 
around and glue the cups in 
place.
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Use a glue gun to stick the. 
cups. There will be some 
tension from the arms 
pulling the cups so it needs 
to be stuck down properly.
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Draw the background and 
colour the details using pastel 
crayons. 
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Glue both in place and let it 
dry properly. 
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Bend the arms down and 
staple/ or glue gun it so that it 
fits next to the body. Trim the 
edges off so that it looks like it 
belongs to the body.
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And admire your masterpiece! 


