
Bottle Jellyfish

Materials Required: 

1. Transparent plastic bottle/ tub with lid 
(ideally it should be flat and wide, size of 
childs hand). Have a look at plastic shops. If
you cannot find a flat bottle, you can use 
another shape (use your own discretion, as 
long as it looks cool).

2. Black marker
3. X2 - x4 Cheap thin white fabric strips (+-

3,5cm x 30cm). Polycotton or similar.
4. Straws
5. Variety colourful stickers/ tape for 

unattended under 3 year olds
6. Pipe-cleaner
7. Watercolour paint / Tempera Blocks
8. Paint brushe
9. Water jug 
10. Hand towel
11. Apron
12. Screwdriver
13. Hammer
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Class prep:

o Make 2 holes in the lid of the bottle using a 
screw driver and hammer

o Cut fabric strips 
o Cut straws, large enough to not be a chocking 

hazard. (see pg2)
o Prepare each workstation with fabric strips, 

paint, water jug, apron & hand towel. 
o Hand out the brushes only after the class start. 

This keeps the kids from painting before it 
begins. Reveal the rest of the materials later.

Start the class:

Introduce the craft by having the kids guess what 
they wil be making. Give clues, 1. They float in the 
ocean, 2. They are oeye-goeye, 3. They have long 
tentacles. 



Prepare the strips of fabric, cut 
+- 3,5cm – 30cm (2 - 4 strips 
per jellyfish).

Everyone to put the hand towel 
down in front of them (you can 
also do this before the class). 
Now they must place the strips 
down next to each other. See if 
they can line them up. Hand 
out brushes and start painting 
using watercolour paint.

Place the straws into the 
bottle and close the lid. Let 
the children count 5 straws.

1 Prepare the 2 holes in the lid 
of the bottle using a 
screwdriver  and hammer.

2 Cut straws into smaller 
pieces. Large enough to not 
be a chocking hazard!

3

4 5 6

6

7 8

Stick stickers on to the bottle. 
Note! Stickers is a choking 
hazard. Do not use round 
stickers for unattended under 3 
year old’s. If you have an 
unattended class of under 3yrs 
of age, then use colourful tape 
(cut it large enough strips to not 
be a choking hazard), go around 
and cut and hand it out. Let the 
little fingers try stick it down 
themselves.

This is where the class starts. 
Start with the guessing game.
Followed by engaging with the 
fabric strips. Hold the first strip up
in the air, let all the children
follow your lead. Let them count
out loud, number 2 up in the air... 
and 3, now everyone to shake 
their strips. Shake shake shake.

Prepare this part before the class begins

Unscrew the lid and push the 
pipe cleaner through the two 
holes of the lid. Show them 
how to do this and let the 
children do it themselves. 
Give the pipe cleaner a good 
twist.
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Make the eyes with a 
marker. 



Take the fabric strips, place it in 
the centre of the lid between 
the pipe cleaner ears. Give the 
pipe cleaner a good twist.

10 And now shake that jellyfish! 
Play a fun song and dance!1
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