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Children love matching activities, and while they think it’s all in fun, a shape-matching 
activity helps kids strengthen their critical thinking and problem-solving skills.

Materials Required: 
1. Cardboard / white cards. We purchased a big packet of blank birthday cards and 

trimmed the left edge off to create play cards. Make sure that the card is thick enough 
so that the Koki’s wont go through the card.

2. Black marker/ sharpie/ Koki
3. Koki’s
4. Colour pencils (optional)
5. Water colour paint with a small brush (optional)

Hand x12 cards out per child and tell 
them that the aim is to complete a 
minimum of 12 cards (x6 pairs).

You can put a couple of printouts for 
inspiration on the table/ or wall.

1 Start by drawing a picture on your 
first card in black Koki/ marker/ 
sharpie. Colour it in. Repeat the same 
picture on your second card. 

Start with the next pair. Draw pictures 
or shapes, write numbers or letters to 
help with recognition. Be creative and 
encourage older children to design 
their own cards.

Children with shorter attention spans 
may get a bit distracted. Use a timer 
and motivate them to use 4 min per 
card. 12 cards x 4mins = 48 mins with 
time to spare to play your memory 
game at the end.
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1 Play time! The goal is to find all of the 
matching cards while they are turned 
upside down, using your memory to 
recall the location. Shuffle the playing 
cards, and turn them all upside down on 
a hard surface. Choose two cards at a 
time. If they match, set them aside in a 
pile. If they do not match, make a 
mental note of the location, and turn 
them back over. Continue to choose two 
cards at a time until you have found all 
of the matching pairs.


