
Rainbow Art Train

www.canvas.club
1

You must give the materials in stages, never all at once. This is a process. That’s why it’s 
called process art. Be patient.

When you hand out new materials, don’t take materials away because some kids might 
still be using them. When you hear the first child say “I’m done,” first encourage him or 
her to add more detail (stripes, dots  etc) when they are really ”done”, tell him or her that 
we are just getting started and bring out the next material. 

Materials Required: 

1. Brown Cardboard
2. Black marker/ sharpie
3. Pastel Crayons
4. Glue (we used wood or craft glue that we decanted into glass bottles, that we can re-

use again and again). Remember to wash your brushes with soap after using it for 
glue

5. Watercolour paint 
6. Thin brush for glue, thick brush for paint
7. Water in a jug
8. Colour paper
9. Scissors
10. x1 Pipe cleaner.
11. Thick and thin, x2 or x3 different colours of wool
12. Masking tape
13. Skewer or punch to make holes with



Rainbow Art Train

Cut a +-30cm x 45cm 
rectangular piece of 
cardboard. White or brown 
cardboard, white would look 
nicer but is more expensive.

Add watercolour paint and 
see how the crayons resists 
the paint.

1 Cut another rectangle out in 
the corner. 2 Get glasses, plates, lids 

anything that you can use to 
trace wheels with. The back 
wheel must be slightly bigger 
than the 2 front wheels. 
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Start by decorating your train 
with pastel crayons. Both the 
main train and the carriage.  

4 5 6 Hand out the colour paper. 
The children can cut their 
own shapes to glue on. Cut a 
chimney, people etc.. Be 
creative!. Have some pre-
cut pieces of paper ready for 
younger children.
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Prepare this part before the class begins

Prepare each workstation with; the x2 cardboard rectangles, pastel crayons, watercolour paint, jug with water 
and the glasses, scissors, glue, plates or lids to trace wheels with. 

Hand the brushes, colour paper and pipe cleaner out later.
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7 Cut little slots a the top and bottom of the train and carriage. The 
children can do this themselves or you can pre-cut this for them. Wrap 
wool around, you can secure the wool it at the back with tape. Ps. this 
is a great fine motor skill exercise. 
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Trace the wheels on colour 
paper. x1 big one for the main 
train, x2 smaller wheels for 
the main train and x2 smaller 
wheels for the carriage. 

8 Decorate the wheels and then 
glue them on. Tip: It’s easier if 
you put the glue onto your 
carboard train instead of onto 
the wheels.

9 The last step is to assemble 
the main train to the carriage. 
Make a hole with a skewer or 
punch and put your pipe 
cleaner through. 
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This is a great craft to put onto a 
bedroom wall. The children really 
enjoyed adding the layers and 
layers of different materials.
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Repeat this for the carriage as 
well and connect the two 
using the pipe cleaner. Twist it 
to secure it. 
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