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The children really enjoyed the process and outcome of this artwork. Don’t tell them what the 
dinner plate is for, keep the shaving cream as a surprise and create a bit of excitement around 
it by letting them guess what they will use the dinner plate for. 

Responding to and encouraging children to add more colour and detail and to brainstorm 
ideas are important. See if the invitation is open for conversation first. Ask thought provoking 
questions. “I see you made rainbow coloured finger prints for the background. What colours 
are you going to use for your flowers?” or “I like your fox drawing, are you going to draw 
more animals,? Perhaps an owl in the tree?”

Materials Required: 

1. A2 or A3 white paper (200g and up)
2. A4 white paper (200g and up)
3. Scissors
4. Pastel crayons or Koki’s
5. Glue stick or craft glue
6. Thick and thin paint brushes
7. Water-colour paint
8. Jug of water
9. Dinner plate
10. Shaving Cream
11. Black Koki or marker
12. Green acrylic ink or green food colouring
13. Hand towel to clean the shaving cream with.



Shaving Cream Trees

Prepare each workstation with an 
A2 or A3 white paper, a dinner 
plate (to create excitement not 
knowing what they will use it for), 
jug of water and water-colour 
paint.

Hand the black marker, brushes, 
acrylic ink/ food colouring, 
scissors, glue and shaving cream 
out later.

1

Draw a tree without leaves. 
Remind the children again and 
again to not draw leaves. 

2 Add detail and draw a 
background. 3

Show them step by step how to draw a fox. Draw your own 
fox on a scrap paper and let them follow your instructions.4
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Prepare this part before the class begins



Shaving Cream Trees

Decorate the background 
using water-colour paint.6 Hand out A4 thick paper 

(normal printing paper will 
warp with shaving cream). Cut
as many leaves as you like. Pre
cut the leaves/ or assist young 
children. Once done put the 
drawings aside. 

7

Squirt a ball (size of an apple) 
of shaving cream onto the
plates and let the children play
with the shaving cream. Make 
it very clear that they can only 
play with it if its white (before 
the ink goes in). Add more 
shaving cream if they run out.

8

www.canvas.club

We had so much fun! Once they are done playing clean 
their hands with a towel and lets move on to the next 
step. Remind them again that once the shaving cream is 
not white anymore they are not allowed to touch it again.

9

Colour your tree using pastel 
crayons or Koki’s and water-
colour paint. 

5



Shaving Cream Trees

Dip the leaves into the 
coloured shaving cream and 
see the marbling effect that 
the prints create. Use a towel 
to pat the leaves dry.

11 Stick the leaves down onto 
the tree drawing.12
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Squirt more shaving cream if 
needed and add green ink/ 
food colouring using a brush.

10

And admire your masterpiece! 


