
Spinner Toy

The spinner explains colour theory well, when it spins you can see how the outer blue and yellow 
rim turns green and the inner red and yellow rim turns orange. Explain this to the children and 
let them decide their own colours that they would like to mix and see what they come up with. 
The other side is a free for all, experiment with different colours, patterns and designs. 

Materials Required: 

1. Brown Cardboard
2. X2 normal A4 printing paper 
3. Cutting board
4. Enti cutter/ blade
5. Black marker
6. Side plate
7. Pencil
8. String
9. Glue tick
10. Acrylic Ink
11. Brush & water in a jug
12. Hand towel. Each child should have a hand towel - always when working with paint or ink -

to dry the brush, sometimes the artwork and to clean painted fingers
13. Scissors
14. Thumbtack / needle
15. Thick needle
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Spinner Toy

Use a side plate to measure 
how big your square cardboard 
should be and cut a square for 
each child. Having the square 
the +- size of the plate makes 
the cutting of the circle a lot 
easier later on.

Trace the plate onto both 
A4 pages as well.

Cut them all out. 

Draw the pizza slices with a 
marker and trace a glass to 
create a circle in the middle. 
This can also be done 
freehand. 

1

Prepare each workstation with 
the square cardboard, a side 
plate, x2 white A4 papers, 
scissors, a pencil, black marker, 
glue stick, string, acrylic ink, 
water, paint brush and a hand 
towel.

2

Use the pencil to trace the 
plate onto your cardboard 
square.

3 4

6

Fold your circle in half and in 
half again. 
Fold it in the other direction 
again, and again until you have 
8 pizza slices. 

6 7 8 Add lots of glue to your 
cardboard circle (right onto 
the edges) and stick your 
wheel paper down.
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Prepare this part before the class begins
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Spinner Toy

Use a thin brush to paint 
acrylic ink into the blocks. 
Your eye will ‘mix’ the colours 
in the concentric circles when 
it spins. Explain this to the 
children and show them by 
spinning your spinner.

Thread string approx 40cm in 
length through and tie the 
ends. You can use a thick 
needle to get it through if you 
battle do do it freehand.

And a view from the other 
side.

9 We used blue and yellow for 
the outer rim to create 
green. And red and yellow to 
create orange. 

10 Decorate the second white 
circle with black marker. Draw 
anything you like. Add glue to 
the cardboard and stick it down. 
Colour it in with acrylic ink.

11

Make two small holes (approx
1cm apart) on either side of the 
centre of the circle. Pierce the 
holes through. You can use a 
thumbtack to pierce it through.

13 14 15

Start spinning. If it’s a bit 
tricky at first, just keep 
practising as it will get easier. 
Wind it up a much as you can 
before you start spinning, 
once the spin is going, you 
can relax your hands a little 
(give it a little slack) and pull 
it tight again, slack again, 
tight again etc... 

16
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